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December 2025 INTERESTING STUFF FROM WADE

Wishing you and yeursa healthy holiday filled with
joy, family, and friends! -4 Ctean Shipyard Crew

- Thank you for choosing Eldean Shipyard -




Holiday Sale!

December 1 to December 31

Stop by the Shipstore to shop for this year’'s
Christmas Gifts. Shop Local!

Most all of our foot-wear, t-shirts, clothing, and
Gill foul weather gear is 25 — 40% off during
the Holiday Season. Stop by to check out the
foul weather gear, boots, sailing gloves,
assorted tops for layering/warmth, as well as
some Macatawa & Eldean Shipyard themed
shirts. Check out the beautifully carved
wooden bowls made from trees form our
property. There is still time to have the bowls
customized with text and drawings!

Winter Storage & Repair...

We are currently scheduling NOW for work
orders to be done on your boats this winter.
Don’t wait until the last minute to call us or we
run the risk of not being able to complete the
work before the launch season.

Please contact Scott or Jennifer with any of
your service needs or questions.

Photo fun...

Kris Eldean has been sharing a lot

of fun and interesting marina
photos on Instagram. Click Here B

and Follow Us!

Harbor View Lofts & Event Center
The Harbor View Event Center is available for
your party, wedding, or special event. When
you hear people asking about a beautiful event
location, please spread the word. Loft #3 is
the largest of the 3 units and includes 8
Bedrooms, 5 Bathrooms, 2 Laundry’s, 4 decks,
and enough room to socialize! Contact Jessica,
our Rental Manager, or go to
LakeMacatawaVacationRentals.com for more
information.

Donate to the Weather Buoy!

As you consider charities worthy of sharing in
your blessings this Holiday Season, please
keep in mind our Port Sheldon Buoy. We've
now formed a sole-purpose 501(c)(3) charity
for the Buoy, making your gift tax-deductible.

The Buoy is a complex piece of equipment
stationed in a very unforgiving environment, so
it is not a surprise that this buoy is expensive to
deploy and maintain. This year we've
experienced some costly sensor failures,
creating a budget shortfall.

It is hard to imagine boating on Lake Michigan
without the information provided by the buoy.
The Port Sheldon Buoy depends solely on
community support - no federal or state money
is available. Without your support, we have
no buoy.

So, as you make your plans for end-of-year
giving, please consider a donation to the
charity that keeps our buoy on station.

Send your gift to:
The Lake Michigan Safety Association
320 N 120th Ave, Ste 150
Holland, MI 49424

If you have any questions, please contact Brad
Stephenson at (330) 495-9555 or
brad.stephenson32@gmail.com or Bill Sikkel at
(616) 836-7504 or bsikkel@sikkellaw.com.

Thanks in advance for your support!

Brad Stephenson
President, Holland Steelheaders
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From Holland Yacht Sales...

With a new boating season not far away, it is
always a good idea to evaluate your boating
abilities and your boat. Boating tips
include prioritizing safety with a life jacket,
safety course, and pre-departure
checklist; checking weather conditions and
filing a float plan; being a responsible operator
by avoiding alcohol and knowing the rules of
navigation; and ensuring the boat is well-
maintained and not overloaded. For a smooth
and safe trip, maintain a safe speed, stay alert,
and practice good etiquette with other
boaters.

Hope you have a great 2026 boating season!
Henry Dedong
Holland Yacht Sales

Boating Basics Classes...

From BoatUS: The BoatUS Foundation for
Boating Safety and Clean Water has launched
two new boating safety micro-courses to help
boaters focus on issues important to safe
navigation. Aids to Navigation Basics and
Nighttime

Boating Basics are the latest in a series of
short micro-course offerings that help fit into
any boater’s busy schedule. These courses are
available at BoatUS.org/courses and are free
to the public.

Aids to Navigation Basics is designed to help
boaters understand the meaning of basic
buoys and markers. The course also reinforces
the importance of maintaining a proper lookout
and consulting an up-to-date chart to navigate
safely.

Nighttime Boating Basics addresses a common
issue for recreational boat operators -
operating after dark when navigation can be
more challenging. The course teaches boaters
how to prepare for evening outings, comply
with boating regulations for reduced visibility,
and recognize the proper use of navigation
lights on recreational vessels

Your pot of gold, hauled out afely for the Winter!

Vacation Rentals Promotion!

Any current Eldean Shipyard Slip or Storage
customer will receive 25% off any new lodging
reservation & stay before 5/15/26. Do you
need a place to stay while you work on your
boat while in storage or maybe you just want to
get away for few days and look at the water or
possible ice flows?

Go to LakeMacatawaVacationRentals.com to
check-out our accommodations. Jessica is our
Vacation Rental Manager at the marina. It's not
too early to be thinking about next summer’s
plans, so please contact with Jessica if you
would like to check our availability.

Man gets boat painted on fence that city made
him put up to hide it

By KSBW via CNN Newsource
Published: May. 11, 2024 at 4:35 AM COT
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Your Ml Taxes & Fees at work!

From the Michigan DNR: The Michigan
Department of Natural Resources announced
$3.8 million in Waterways Grant Program
funding to 12 communities throughout the state
to boost recreational boating.

This year, projects in Alger, Baraga, Barry,
Benzie, Charlevoix, Cheboygan, Huron,
Mackinac, Macomb, Mason and Sanilac
counties were approved for projects that
include marina renovation, dock replacements,
seawall improvements, fuel tank replacement
and engineering studies.

“Michigan is surrounded by 20% of the world’s
fresh water and defined by our lakes, rivers,
wetlands and coastlines,” said Gov. Gretchen
Whitmer. “There’s nothing more
quintessentially Michigan than getting out on
the water for a day of fishing, boating or just
having fun. These Waterways grants will open
Michigan’s great outdoors to more Michigan
families and make our state a better place to
live, work and play. Let's keep working
together to protect Michigan’s treasured natural
resources and pass them on to future
generations.”

The funding is made possible through the DNR
Parks and Recreation Division’s Waterways
Grant Program, which began in 1949 with the
goal of expanding the harbor system along the
Great Lakes and boating access sites
throughout the state. Today, the system
includes more than 1,200 state-sponsored
boating access sites, 19 state-managed
harbors and 63 local state-sponsored harbors
of refuge along the Great Lakes.

“‘Michigan is home to great boating and
fantastic freshwater recreation opportunities,”
said Kristen Kosick, DNR Parks and
Recreation Division chief. “We have residents
who live on the water, those who travel all over
the state to boat and visitors who come here
from around the world because it's the Great
Lakes State. Our beautiful state offers outdoor
recreation opportunities and picturesque views
not found anywhere else, so it’s critical that the
DNR helps invest in and fund Michigan’s
harbors and boating access sites for the
benefit of all.”

Local units of government and state colleges
and universities are eligible to apply for grant
assistance for recreational boating
improvements and development at grant-in-aid
harbors and public boating access sites. The
grant-in-aid  program  provides matching
funding to help support quality recreational
boating infrastructure. Communities are asked
to match 50% of required funds.

Visit the Waterways Program Grants webpage
to see the full list of 2025 Waterways
Grants/description of projects.

The grants are funded through the Michigan
State Waterways Fund, a restricted fund
derived primarily from boat registration
fees and a portion of Michigan’s gas tax
that supports the construction, operation
and maintenance of public recreational
boating facilities

In memory of Herb — He loved Rhino’s
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Boating Trends...

| was looking at a few of our historical arial
photos and was reminded of when we were
almost exclusively a marina of sailors. In the
photo below from 1996, you will see nearly
75% of slips occupied by sailboats. In the 70’s
& 80’s, Eldean Boat Sales sold sailboats from
several sailing manufactures with minimal
powerboat offerings. Then, in the late 80’s,
this mix flipped to multiple power boat brands
and only a couple of sailboat brands. In the
90’s and 2000’s we only offered Island Packet
sailboats while selling many powerboats
including Bertram, Ocean Yachts, and Sea
Ray. However, even with Eldean Boat Sales
selling A LOT of power boats in 90’s, our
marina clientele was still nearly 70% sailors, as

shown in this 1996 photo; just look at all of
those spars! Interestingly, D-dock has always
been the spot where blow-boaters and stink-
potters have gotten along.

Additionally, you may strain your eyes to find
any boatlifts in this photo. | may have had the
only one, located just outside the Shipstore for
our Wave Runners. We had this lift only
because the Wave Runners were too hard to
tie up. Currently, we have around 90 slips with
boatlifts, and of those, 60 are marina owned
lifts that we rent out. Now, boatlifts are the
preferred way to slip and secure most small
and midsize powerboats. And don’t forget

about buoys. We went from 52 buoys to only 8.
(2 Buoys are available for ’26 - for a 30’ boat or less)
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